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[The Act* comprising this Volume were passed in two Sessions of the Legisla
ture, the first of which commenced on the 27th March, and terminated on the
4th April, 1860, by prorogation -, and the second commenced on the 5th [the
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LAWS OF JAMAICA.

ANNO R E G N I VICESIM O T E R T IO V IC T O R L E .
[ S E S S I O N
C

A

P

.

II.]

I.

An acl to amend « The Medical Act, 1859,” (twenty,
third Victoria, chapter seventeen, j
HEREAS it is expedient to amend The Medical Act,
1859,” (twenty-third Victoria, chapter seventeen) : Be it
W
therefore enacted by the governor, legislative council, and assembly
“

Preamble.

o f this island, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the same,
as follows:
First—The twelfth, thirteenth, and twentieth sections of the
recited act are, aod each of them is hereby, repealed.

12th. 13th, 8c 20th sec
tions of 23 Vre. cap.
17, repealed.

. Second—Every person registered under the recited act, or unW v the imperial act, made and passed in the session of parliament,
h'olden in the twenty-first and twenty-second years of the reign of
her present majesty (chapter ninety), to be cited as “ The Medical
Act,” shall be entitled to practice medicine and suTgery, or medi
cine or surgery in any part of this island, and to demand and re
cover in any court of law, with full costs of suit, reasonable charges
for professional advice and visits, and the costs of any medicine, or
medical or surgical operations, or appliances performed, given,
paid, or supplied by him to his patients.

Persons registered
under said act, and
English aet, entitled to
practice medicine, &c.

Third— After the passing of this act, no person shall be entitled
i to recover any charge in any court of law ior any medical or sur.
A 2
gical

No person to recover
for attendance unless
he proves that he ie
registered.

t
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gical advice, attendance, or appliances, or for the performance of
any operation, or for any medicine prescribed, given, performed,
or supplied alter the passing of this act, unless he shall prove, at
the trial of any issue, or on the assessment of damages in any ac
tion by default, or after judgment on demurrer, that he is register
ed under the recited act of the legislature of this island, or the re
cited imperial act.
OJBeera of army and
navy deemed register
ed.

Fourth— Medical officers of her majesty's army and navy, re
spectively serving in the colony on full pay, shali be deemed and
taken to be registered under the recited act of the legislature of
this island.

Penalty on person who

f i f t h —Every person, who shall he guilty of any of the follow
ing offences, shall, on conviction, before two justices of the peace
of the parish in which the offence is committed, forfeit and pay, for
each offence, a fine not exceeding twenty pounds, or be committed
to any prison for any term not exceeding six calendar months.

shall falsely pretend
to be registered,

1st.—Every person who shall wilfully and falsely pretend lo
he, or take, or use the name or title of physician, doctor of
medicine, surgeon, licentiate, or any other name, title, ad
dition, or description, implying that he is registered under
the provisions of either of the said recited acts, or that he is
recognized as in the third section of “ The Medical Act, 1859,”
as a physician, surgeon, or licentiate, or practitioner in medi
cine and surgery, or practitioner in medicine or surgery, or an
apothecary, or in any other name, title, or designation, recoguized by the said last-mentioned act.

or, not belngreglstcred,
shall take any fee.

2d.—Every person who, not being registered under either
of the said recited acts, shall demand, take, or receive any
fee or reward from any other person for the performance of
any service in any of the said characters or capacities.

penalty.

Appropriation of

Sixth—That one moiety of every such penalty shall be paid to
the informer or prosecutor (who shall be a competent witness in
support of the prosecution), and the other moiety to the receiv e^ ^
neral, for the use of the government of this island.

93 Vie, cap. 17, in
corporated.

Seventh—Except in so far as by this apt repealed or altered, the
recited act of the legislature of this island, and every provision and
enactment thereof, shall be taken as incorporated with, and read as
part of this act.

Appointment to medi
cal board not to va
cate seat of member
of assembly.

Eighth—No appointment of any medical practitioner to be a
mem her of the board of medical examiners, provided under the re
cited act of the legislature of this island, shall be construed or taken
at

a. d .

1860.

A nno

regni vicesimo tertio

V ictoria .
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as an appointment to, or acceptance of, an office of emolument,
'within the meaning of either of the acts of this island, of the fourth
Victoria, chapter nineteen, to declare the seats of members of the
assembly vacated, on accepting offices of emolument, or of the seventeenth Victoria, chapter twenty-nine, for the better government
of this island, or of any other act, or otherwise howsoever.
N in th — The act of the legislature of this island of the sixth «* * *«■»*»■
Victoria, chapter thirty-three, to repeal and amend an act, entitled
« A n act fo r regulating the practise o f physic and surgery , and
J ot establishing a college o f physicians and surgeons, and a regis
try o f legally qualified practitioners in physic and surgery, in this
island,” is hereby repealed.
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I.

A n act to provide f o r the management o f the post office
department, in this island.

W

HEREAS it is expedient to provide for the management of
' the post office department, in this island : Be it enacted by
the governor, legislative council, and assembly o f this island, and
it is hereby enacted by the authority o f the same, as follows :

Preamble.

First—The post office in and throughout this island shall be
managed by the postmaster, to be appointed under the authority
of this act.

The post office to be
managed by the post
master, „

Second—The said postmaster shall be, and is hereby au
thorized from time to time to prepare, alter, or amend all rules,
orders, and regulations (subject to the approval of the governor),
for the general government, guidance, and conduct of the post
office, and all and every the officers in such department, which
rules,, orders, and regulations, alterations, or amendments, shall
be in force and effect, a3 soon as the same' shall have been sanc
tioned by the governor, and a copy thereof respectively shall
be laid before each branch of the legislature within [fourteenJ
days after the meeting of the session next efisuiilg after the making
thereof ; and, uutilsuclj rules, prde'rs, and regulations, alterations;
or amendments shall be made and sanctioned by the governor, as
aforesaid, the post office shall be regulated, and the officers thereof
governed by the rules, orders, and regulations hitherto in practice

who shall prepare rales
for its government,
subiect to the approval
o f the governor, which
rules snail be laid be
fore each branch o f the
legislature.

B 2

in

Until such rules are

mpd?, regulationtuiow

in practice snail con
tinue.

'r~r~
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in the post office department, under the management and control
of the postmaster-general in England.
Disrates to be settled
by toe governor,

Third—If any dispute shall arise between any person and any
officer of the post office, in respect of the management or busi
ness of the postal department, it shall be lawful for the governor
to dispose of, or determine such dispute, in such manner as be
may deem just.

who may remit or fore
go penalties, &c.

Fourth— If, upon the consideration of the facts and circumstances
out of which such dispute arose, the governor shall be of opinion
that any penalty or forfeiture has been incurred by any such person, he may, in case he shall be of opinion that the penalty ought
to be remitted, remit and forego the same accordingly ; or, if he
shall be of opinion that a mitigated penalty should be imposed and
enforced, may mitigate any such penalty or forfeiture to such an
amount as he may deem a sufficient satisfaction for the breach of
law or regulation complained of.

mitigate fines or for
feitures, and direct
nolle prosequi to be en
tered.

F ifth— Previously or subsequently to the commencement of any
prosecution for the recovery of any fine, penalty, or forfeiture in
curred under any act of the legislature of this island, or any other
act in force in this island relating to the post office, it shall be law
ful for the governor, if he is satisfied that such fine, penalty, or forfeiture was incurred without any intention, of fraud, or that it ii
inexpedient to proceed in the said prosecution, to mitigate, reduce,
or forego altogether such fine, penalty, or forfeiture; and, if com
menced, to stop all further proceedings, by directing her majesty’s
attorney-general to enter a nolle prosequi, or otherwise, on such in
formation or proceeding, if filed.

Commissions, flee, of
officers, contracts, and
bonds, continued in
force.

Sixth—All commissions, deputations, and appointments, grant
ed to any officer of the post office, in respect to any office which may
be continued underthis act, andallcontracts for the post office service,
in force at the time of the commencement of this act, shall continue
in force and effect as if the same respectively had been afterwards
granted or entered into under and by virtue of the authority of this
a c t; and all bonds, which shall have been given by any such offi
cers or contractors, and their respective sureties for good conduct,
proper performance, or otherwise, shall remain in full force and
effect, and shall enure, from the commencement of this act, to the
use and benefit of the public of this island ; but it shall be lawful
for the postmaster, with the sanction of the governor, to require,
and take fresh security from any officer or contractor in such
amount, and with such sureties, and to determine any contract,
and to enter into any new contract, as he may think fit.

Postmaster may take
fresh security, deters
mine contracts, and
enter into new ones*

Seventh—

a .’d.

1860.

A nno

r e g n i vicesimo t er tio

V ic t o r ia .
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Seventh—It shall be lawful for the governor, by his warrant,
from time to time to appoint the hours of general attendance of
the respective officers, and other persons in the service of the post
office at their proper offices and places of employment.

Governor to appoint
hours o f general at
tendance.

Eighth—No officer of the post office department shall, during the
time ofhis acting as such officer, or of his being so employed as afore
said, be compelled to serve in any corporate, or parochial, or other
public office or employment, or to serve on any jury, or inquest, or
in the militia, any law, custom, or usage to the contrary thereof
notwithstanding; nor shall any officer of the general post office, in
Kingston, be engaged in any trade or business.

N o officer o f post of
fice to serve in any cororate or other office,
c. or engage in busi
ness in Kingston.

S

N in th —The officers of the post office department, whose offices
are mentioned in the schedule to this act annexed, shall be paid sa
laries not exceeding the suras set opposite to the respective offices
therein mentioned.

Officers in schedule to
be paid salaries therein mentioned.

Tenth—The deputy post masters shall continue to receive and
be allowed the salaries, or commissions in lieu of salaries, and allow
ances, now paid or allowed to them respectively, or such salaries,
or allowances in lieu of salaries, as the legislature may hereafter fix.

Deputy-postmasters
to continue to receive
present salaries, See.

Eleventh—The person to be from time to time hereafter ap
pointed by the governor, master of the post office in this
island, shall be styled the postmaster for Jam aica; and the
appointment to the office of postmaster, on the commencement
of this act, and thereto, and of the several clerks aud depu
ties, as vacancies occur thereafter, shall be made by the governor,
who shall have power, from time to time, to remove for incompe
tency or neglect, or misconduct in office, any person employed in
the post office service, and to make a new appointment in the room
of any person who shall be removed, or shall die, resign, or other
wise vacate his office or appointment: And wheresoever, within
this island, posts or post communications are now or may be here
after established, the governor, with the advice of the executive
committee, by the postmaster, and the several clerks and deputies,
and their respective servants and agents, shall have the exclusive
privilege of conveying from one place to another, and of receiving,
collecting, seuding, despatching, and delivering all letters, papers,
and parcels, except iu the like cases as are respectively excepted
in any act for the management of the post office in the united king
dom of Great-Britain and Ireland.

Postmaster for Jam ai
ca to be appointed by
the governor. Vacan
cies to be filled by go
vernor, who may re
move for incompeten
cy, &c.

Twelfth—Any commission or appointment issued to any per
son at present employed in the post office, on his re-appoint
ment

Commissions to per
sons now employed in
post office exempted
from stamp duty.

Governor, &c. to have
exclusive privilege of
conveying letters, &e.
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ment to the same, or any other office under this act, shall he free
from any stamp duty.
.Present rates of inland
postage to continue.

Governor may reduce
same.

Thirteenth—The several rates of inland postage now payable and
demandable shall continue to be payable, demandable, and enforce
able in like manner as the same are now paid and enforced through
out this island ; but it shall be lawful fur the governor, with the ad
vice of the executive committee, by warrant under his hand, to re
duce any rate of inland postage to any other rate ol inland postage
he may, from time to time, think tit; which reduced rate shall be
payable, and enforceable, in like manner as, and in lieu of the pre
vious rate.

Copy, of Jamaica Ga
zette, &c’. evidence of
warrant,- &c. publish
ed therein.'

Fourteenth—Any printed copy of the Jamaica Gazette, by autho
rity, purporting to be printed and published by any person having
authority to print and publish the same, or if the publication of the
said Gazette shall, from any cause cease, or not be made, then any
printed copy of any public newspaper which is or shall be appoint
ed for the publication of advertisements of a public nature, shall he
admitted as evidence in ail courts and places, of any governor’s
warrant, or any rule or regulation which shall be issued under tiiis
act, and contained in any such Gazette or newspaper, and ol the
due issuirg thereof, and of the rules and regulations contained in
any such warrant, having been duly made and established, and of
the other contents of any such warrant, rule, or regulation, with
out any further or other proof.

Postage of letters, &c.
may be prepaid in coin
or stamps.

Fifteenth—The postage of all letters passing through the post
offices in this island, uud not. intended to be sent out of the island
may, at the option of the parties sending the same, be chargeable
on the delivery thereof, as addressed, or be pre-paid in coin or by
adhesive post office stamps, of the amount chargeable upon such
letters, respectively placed thereon ; and, in all cases iu which any
such letters shall he posted, having thereon, or affixed thereto, any
stamp or stamps, the value or amount of which shall be less than
the rate of postage, to which such letters are liable, there shall be
charged on such letters a postage of double the amount of the dif
ference between the value of such stamp or stamps and the postage
to which such letters are liable, as aforesaid.

Penalty for affixing
insufficient stamps.

Executive committee
to provide stamps,
dies, and adhesive
stamps.

Sixteenth—The executive committee shall, from time to time,
provide proper and sufficient post office adhesive stamps) and dies,
or other implements for expressing and denoting such rates or,duties
of such value or amount as the governor, with their advice, may
direct lor the purposes herein mentioned ; and it shall .be lawful for
the receiver-general to issue, for the purposes of this act, to the
postmaster such stamps, when the same shall have been provided.
Seventeenth —

C ap . I.
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Seventeenth—The receiver-general and commissioner of stamps
shall cause a separate account to be kept of the stamp duties arising
under this act.

Receiver-general, fire,
to keep account of
stamp duties.

Eighteenth—The rates or duties which shall be expressed or de
noted by any such stamps or dies as aforesaid, shall be denominated
and deemed to be stamp duties, and shall be under the care and
management of the receiver-general and commissioner of stamps
for the time being ; and all the powers, provisions, clauses, regula
tions, directions, fines, forfeitures, pains, and penalties contained
in, or imposed by the several acts now or hereafter to be in force
relating to stamp duties shall (so far as the same shall be applica
ble, and may be consistent with the provisions of this act), in all
cases not hereby expressly provided for, be of full force and effect
with respect to the stamps to be provided or issued under or by
virtue or this act, and to the papers on which thb same shall be im
pressed, or to which the same shall be affixed, and shall be ob
served, applied, enforced, and put in execution for the raising,
levying, collecting, and securing of the rates or duties denoted
thereby, and for preventing, detecting, and punishing all frauds,
forgeries, and other offences relating thereto, as fully and effectu
ally, to all intents and purposes, as if such powers, provisions,
clauses, regulations, and directions, fines, forfeitures, pains, and
penalties had been herein repeated, and specially enacted : Provided
always, That the receiver-general and commissioner of stamps shall
not make, or allow any allowance or discount on the payment to
them of any of the said duties arising under this act, or on the pur
chase from them of any stamps denoting the said duties.

Rates of duties ex
pressed by any such
stamps or dies, deemed
to be stamp duties,

a.

n. I860.

A nno

r e g n i vicesim o t e r t io

V icto ria ;.

and all powers, &c.
contained in existing
acts to be of full force,
with respect to the
stamps to be issuedunder this act.

Proviso:

Nineteenth—All letters, papers, and parcels respectively to or
from the united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, or any of
her majesty’s colonies or dominions, which shall have been prepaid
according to the respective rates now or hereafter to be establish
ed by her majesty’s postmaster general, or other legislative or proper
authority, shall pass through the post offices in this island free
of any further or other postage, or charge thereon.

Letters, &c. to or from
Great-Britain, pre
paid, to pass through
post-offices free of
further postage.

Twentieth—All moneys received or collected for postage at the
general post office in Kingston, and all moneys remitted by the
deputy post-masters to the post-master, shall be paid by him, at
the end of every week, into the hands of the receiver-general,
who shall open and keep, in the books of public accounts, an ac
count, to be entitled “ J amaica P ost O f f ic e A ccount ,” in which
shall be duly entered all items of receipts and expenditure, and all
charges received or incurred on account of the management of the
post office department of this island ; and any surplus of revenue,
after payment of all contingent charges, shall be appropriated to the
support of the government of this island. Twenty-first-—

Moneys to be p^id
weekly to the receiv
er-general, who must
keep an account of
same.
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The postmaster must
keep an account of all
monies received, and
the expenditure and
charges of the depart
ment.

Twenty-first—The postmaster for Jamaica shall keep an account
of all monies arising from the duties of postage within this island,
as they shall from time to time accrue, and also of all stamps re
ceived from the receiver-general, and all other particulars and items
of receipts or credits whatsoever, distinguishing the amount, if any,
which may continue payable for packet postage or otherwise, to
her majesty’s postmaster-general, and shall also keep an account of
all expenditure and charges of the said department, which accounts
shall, from time to time, be duly audited under the provisions of
“ The Public Audit Act, 1857,” the several provisions and powers of
which shall extend and apply to all officers, persons, accounts, and
things relating to the post office in this island, and the postmaster
shall lay such accounts of receipts and expenditure, made up to the
thirtieth day of September, in each year, before each branch of
the legislature within two weeks after the meeting of any ses
sion to be held after the said thirtieth day of September; and
shall, whenever required, from time to time furnish to the governor
a statement of account of such receipts and expenditure, made up
to any date to be fixed by the governor; and furnish also all re
ports, statements, or information that may from time to time be re
quired by the governor.

Account to be audited,
and laid before each
branch o f the legisla
ture.

a. d .
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A ll salaries, fee. to be
paid by the receivergeneral.

Twenty-second—All salaries, and other expenses and charges of
the post office department, shall be paid by the receiver-general,
by warrant under the hand of the governor, at such times as the
governor shall fix for the payment of the same.

The severnl laws now
in force relating to the
post-office to con
tinue in force.

Twenty-third—The several laws now in force relating to the post
office in this island shall, so far as the same shall be applicable,
continue in force, and regulate the post office department in this
island as established under this a c t; and all provisions, powers,
and authorities of acts, so far as the same shall be applicable, shall
be available, and of force, [and] may be exercised by the governor,
with the advice of the executive committee, or by any judges or
justices of the peace, or any officer or servant, or other person employed in, or acting on behalf of the post office service, according
to their respective functions of office, and as the nature of the case
may require, and as the same might have been exercisable re
spectively by the lords of her majesty’s treasury, her majesty’s post
roaster-general, or any judges or justices of the peace, or any of
ficer, servant, or person heretofore respectively, for the management
or on behalf of such department; and the making, or enforcement,
or determining of contracts, and the enjoyment and maintenance of
all rights and privileges reserved or secured to the same, under any
provision of any such act, and for the enforcement of all pains and pe
nalties, orfinesagainst persons offending against, any provisionsof any
such a c t; and all fines aud penalties shall be received and collected.

a. d .

i860.

A nno

kegni vicesim o tektio
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and paid over to the receiver-generaf in the same or like manner as
other fines and penalties are now received and paid over, and shall
be by the receiver-general carried to the- credit of the post office
account, and may be appropriated for the use of the government
of this island.
Twenly-fourtli—Whenever the word "letter” or “ letters” is
used in this act, the same shall be held to include newspapers, and
any other packet, paper, article, or thing transmitted by the post,
but not so as to deprive newspapers of any privilege they may now
legally possess of passing free of postage; and the provisions of
this act shall be construed according to the respective interpreta
tions of the terms and expressions contained in the several acts now
in force relating to the post office, so far as those interpretations are
not repugnant to the subject, or inconsistent with the provisions of
this act..

Definition o f the term
“ letter,” or “ letters.”

Twenty-fifth—This act shall not come into operation unless the
same shall be assented to by her majesty, with the advice of her
privy council, nor until the time when such assent shall be pro
claimed in the colony, or such subsequent time as in the order of
her majesty, in council, by which the assent to such act may be sig
nified, shall be fixed in this behalf.

When act shall come
into operation.

Twenty-sixth—This act shall continue in force for one year from
the passing thereof.

Duration of same.

S G H E D U L E o f Salaries o f the Postmaster and Officers o f the
Post Office Department.
Postmaster, per annum, not exceeding
...
£600 0 0
First clerk, per ditto, ditto
...
...
355 0 0
Second ditto, per ditto,ditto
...
...
300 0 0
Third ditto, per ditto, ditto
...
...
250 0 0
Fourth ditto, per ditto, ditto
...
...
150 0. 0
Letter sorters, per annum, in the whole not exceeding
100 0 0
Messengers and postmen for Kingston delivery, 2 at!
£60, and 3 at ,3630 per annum
..
j 210 0 0
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